A Guide to Canine Vaccinations

     There are many different vaccinations used to protect dogs from various diseases.  There are some basic ones that all dogs should have.  There are others that can be used depending on the animals’ chance of encountering the disease causing agent or a carrier of that agent.  Use this guide to help you decide what shots your canine companion may need.  

1) Rabies – all dogs need this regardless of whether or not they have a chance of coming into contact with a rabid animal.  In addition to protecting the animal, it also protects the owner from any unpleasant legal action or health department directives that may result if someone claims “your dog bit me” or “your dog scratched me”.  If you have that vaccination certificate in your possession, lots of potential headaches can be avoided.  Dogs must be at least 3 months old to have the first shot.  Boosters are given every year; alternatively a 3 year vaccine can be given after the dog has had two one year shots.

2) Distemper – a highly contagious usually fatal viral disease, all dogs should be vaccinated.  The vaccine is usually combined with parvovirus, adenovirus 2 , and parainfluenza so you vaccinate against 4 diseases with one shot.  First shots are given at 6 weeks of age, followed by boosters at 9, 12, and 16 weeks.  It is extremely important that patients receive the complete 4 shot series.  Anything less could be disastrous.  Yearly boosters are given for two years.  After that you are pretty safe with boosting every three years.

3) Parvovirus – currently the most devastating canine disease out there.  All dogs should be vaccinated against it.  The vaccine protocol is described above under distemper.  

4) Adenovirus 2 – a respiratory virus that can also cause hepatitis in young puppies.  The vaccine protocol is described above under distemper.

5) Parainfluenza – another upper respiratory virus.  Vaccine protocol is described above under distemper.

6) Bordetella bronchiseptica – a bacterium that causes the respiratory disease known as kennel cough.  It causes dogs to have a terribly distressing hacky cough but is rarely if ever fatal and is easily treated with antibiotics.  This vaccine is used here at the owners discretion.  It is recommended if your pet is a regular customer at the groomers and boarding kennels; in fact many groomers and boarding facilities will not service your pet unless there is written confirmation that the dog has been vaccinated against this and other diseases.  Initial shots, given as an intranasal spray or injectable, are given at 12 and 16 weeks of age with a booster every 6 months to a year.

7) Leptospirosis – an often fatal disease that affects the liver and kidneys.  It is recommended that all outside dogs be vaccinated.  Initial shots are given at 12 and 16 weeks with a booster every year for the life of the pet.  

8) Lyme disease – a tick born disease that can cause arthritis and more importantly nephritis, or kidney disease.  Like leptospirosis it is recommended that all outside dogs be vaccinated.  Protocol is similar to that for leptospirosis.  

9) Rattlesnake vaccine – helps reduce the amount of damage caused by venom.  The vaccine stimulates production of antibodies against certain components of the venom.  Recommended for all outside dogs, the shots are administered at 12 and 16 weeks, then 6 months after the first shot, then yearly throughout the life of your pet. 

10) Coronavirus – an intestinal virus that can cause mild to moderate stomach upset to include vomiting and diarrhea.  So rarely if ever fatal.  To be given at the discretion of the owner.  

